
Dr. Jonathan D. Rosen
Social Media Handles 1

Associated Websites 1

Biography 1

Published Books and Articles 4

Recent Research Findings 4
2020 Published Findings on Crime in Latin America 4
2018 Research Findings on Gang Desistance in a Developing Country 6
2018 Research Findings on Challenges for Reinsertion of Gang Member in Developing
Countries 7

Social Media Handles

Jonathan D. Rosen (@DrJonathanRosen)

Jonathan D. Rosen, Ph.D. - Assistant Professor of Professional Security
Studies - New Jersey City University

Associated Websites
● Jonathan Rosen Holy Family University

Biography

Getting to Know: Dr. Jonathan Rosen - News | About HFU

https://twitter.com/DrJonathanRosen?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jonathan-d-rosen-ph-d-43481721
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jonathan-d-rosen-ph-d-43481721
https://holyfamily.academia.edu/JonathanRosen
https://www.holyfamily.edu/about-holy-family-u/general-info/news/1325-getting-to-know-dr-jonathan-rosen


With a background in domestic and foreign criminal justice systems, Dr. Jonathan

Rosen joins Holy Family University’s School of Arts and Sciences as its newest Criminal

Justice professor. Dr. Rosen has been on faculty at Florida International University in

Miami and the University of Oaxaca in Mexico, providing a unique, well-rounded

perspective as an instructor. Dr. Rosen sat down with Holy Family University to discuss

how he ended up in Northeast Philadelphia, his research interests, and his passion for

studying crime.

HFU: Can you tell us more about your background and how you came to Holy Family

University?

JR: “I did my PhD at the University of Miami and my master’s degree at Columbia

University. Prior to joining Holy Family University, I worked at Florida International

University in Miami, Florida. I love teaching and mentoring students. It is a true pleasure

to be starting at Holy Family University as it has a unique student body.”

HFU: What made you interested in the Criminal Justice field?

JR: “I have always been interested in studying and reading about crime. As an

undergraduate, I began researching drug trafficking and organized crime. Such

activities have created high levels of violence. In Mexico, for example, 100,000 people

died between 2006 and 2012 from drug-related violence. Moreover, I have been

studying other security related issues, such as gangs and prisons. These issues are



crucial public policy topics that policymakers, scholars, activists, and other members of

society must address.”

HFU: Do you have any specific research interests you could tell us about?

JR: “The majority of my publications have been on drug trafficking, organized crime,

prisons, and gangs. I have focused on security-related issues not only in the United

States but also in other countries in the Americas. For instance, I have published in both

English and Spanish on drug trafficking and organized crime in Mexico and Colombia.

Currently, I am working on several publications about gangs—particularly MS-13.

Finally, it is not possible to study criminal issues without understanding the prison

system. Several colleagues and I have been working on studying prisons in the

Americas, focusing on some of the major trends and challenges.”

HFU: You’ve previously been on faculty at the University of Oaxaca in Mexico. Are there

differences in how criminal justice is perceived, studied, or discussed in Mexico

compared to the United States?

JR: “In general, I believe that the social sciences in Mexico—as well as other countries

in Europe—tend to be very interdisciplinary. In my opinion, it is not possible to

understand many topics in criminal justice without analyzing sociological, political,

economic, and even public policy issues. Research in the United States that is

published in top journals is very sophisticated in terms of methodology, but sometimes



the scope is more narrow. I believe that one should use the appropriate methods to

answer the research questions at hand.”
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Recent Research Findings

2020 Published Findings on Crime in Latin America

Sourced from Holy Family University:

Jonathan D. Rosen, PhD, Assistant Professor of Criminal Justice for Holy Family

University, continues to explore organized crime in Latin America with the publication of

his newest book and an article in a leading academic journal, the Journal of Criminal

Justice.

In the book, Crime, Violence and the State in Latin America, co-authors Jonathan D.

Rosen and Hanna Samir Kassab, explore the linkages between weak institutions and

government policies designed to combat drug trafficking, organized crime, and violence

in Latin America. Using quantitative analysis to examine criminal violence and publicly

available survey data from the Latin American Public Opinion Project (LAPOP) to

conduct regression analysis, individual case studies on Colombia, Mexico, El Salvador,

and Nicaragua highlight the major challenges that governments face and how they have

https://www.amazon.com/Jonathan-D.-Rosen/e/B00OE1Z4QQ%3Fref=dbs_a_mng_rwt_scns_share
https://scholar.google.com.mx/citations?user=BtyxOF4AAAAJ&hl=en
https://www.holyfamily.edu/about-holy-family-u/general-info/news/1840-jonathan-rosen-publishes-findings-on-crime-in-latin-america


responded to various security issues. Rosen and Kassab later turn their attention to the

role of external criminal actors in the region and offer policy recommendations and

lessons learned.

The article, “Mara forever? Factors associated with gang disengagement in El

Salvador,” published in the Journal of Criminal Justice, studies gang organization in El

Salvador and the ways individuals exit the gangs in extremely violent contexts. Rosen,

and Co-author José Miguel Cruz, surveyed nearly 1,200 active and former gang

members in El Salvador, and conducted 24 interviews with former gang members in

rehabilitation programs. Given that gangs play an integral role in the social order in the

communities where they are present, it is extremely difficult for gang members to

disengage. Their investigation found that incarceration and religious affiliation provide

the most critical and safe opportunities to disconnect from a gang.

Rosen is an expert in organized crime, drug trafficking, and security-related issues. Prior

to joining the Holy Family University School of Arts and Sciences, Dr. Rosen was a

research scientist at Florida International University in Miami and a professor at the

University of the Sea (Universidad del Mar), in Oaxaca, Mexico. He is the author and

co-author of 19 books, including: The Losing War: Plan Colombia and Beyond, The

Criminalization of States: The Relationship between States and Organized Crime, and

Colombia's Political Economy at the Outset of the Twenty-First Century: From Uribe to

Santos and Beyond.



2018 Research Findings on Gang Desistance in a Developing
Country

Rethinking the Mechanisms of Gang Desistance in a Developing Country
Countries such as El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras are home to violent

transnational youth gangs (Cruz 2010; Wolseth 2011), who have the ability to challenge

national governments and terrorize the population (Martínez et al. 2016).

Gangs in this Central American nation, which include MS-13 and the 18 th Street gang,

are known for complex structures and their transnational reach.Rosen’s study found that

the characteristics of the gang organization play a more significant role in the ways

individuals exit the gangs in extremely violent contexts. It also shows that a religious

experience is the most frequent mechanism to leave the group because it provides a

safer alternative in those contexts.

Dr. Rosen’s research shows that Salvadoran gang members do not simply “age

out” of the gang. In line with the idea that gang desistance is not a “one-way”

process (Pyrooz and Decker 2011), his findings contend that in environments

where powerful transnational gangs rule, gang desistance is heavily constrained

and shaped by the ability of the gang organization to police its members.

Moreover, gangs allow certain members to leave the group based on the utility of

these individuals for the gang. Thus, age alone or life-cycle events are not

necessarily the driving forces in gang desistance in a context like the one in El

Salvador. Instead, gangs take into consideration the goals and structure of the

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01639625.2018.1519130


organization when determining who can leave the gang.

Individuals who are not serious about their faith can face serious consequences

(e.g., physical beatings or death). In addition, the desistance process is more

difficult in El Salvador depending on the gang as the results show that there are

differences within the various organizations. This study indicates that some gangs

might be more difficult to leave than others and that such complications are directly

related to the territorial and organizational reach of the gang.

2018 Research Findings on Challenges for Reinsertion of
Gang Member in Developing Countries

Overcoming Stigma and Discrimination: Challenges for Reinsertion of Gang Members in
Developing Countries - Jonathan D. Rosen, José Miguel Cruz, 2018

The number of gang members in El Salvador range from 20,000 to 60,000. Yet

some estimates place the number of Salvadoran gang members as high as

100,000 (Seelke, 2016; Wolf, 2017). The gangs are involved in a variety of illicit

activities, including working as hired assassins. Their primary source of revenue is

extortion (Cruz, 2010). The United States Department of Treasury has classified

MS-13 as a transnational criminal organization, which means that this organization

can be sanctioned by the U.S. government (Stolpe, 2014).

Fighting between gangs for control of territory has caused spikes in violence. In an

effort to combat gangs, the Salvadoran government has used different suppression

centered policies (Wolf, 2017). These security strategies have led to increases in

violence as the gangs not only fight each other but also with law enforcement

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0306624X18785517
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0306624X18785517


(Hume, 2007). Moreover, the prison population has proliferated over time because

of such policies: in 2016, for example, El Salvador had a prison population of

36,824, which is equivalent to 567 inmates per 100,000 inhabitants (Institute for

Criminal Policy Research, n.d.). Furthermore, violence has skyrocketed in recent

years. In 2015, El Salvador bested Honduras as the most violent non-warring

country in the world (Associated Press in San Salvador, 2016).

Although gang members in El Salvador can desist from a gang, there are a

plethora of obstacles in the reinsertion process as gang members who have

decided to abandon the gang life face stigmatization and a variety of different

forms of discrimination. Many individuals interviewed contended that being young

in El Salvador is viewed as synonymous with being a criminal. As the survey data

show, the majority of gang members are young males from low socioeconomic

backgrounds. Moreover, individuals face discrimination because of their criminal

records.

Stigma and discrimination present a variety of challenges when thinking about

designing public policies that seek to reinsert individuals into society. The universal form

of discrimination for former gang members is gang tattoos. This presents several

obstacles as an individual with gang tattoos could be arrested for having gang

affiliations even if this person has been out of the gang life for years.


