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Social Media Handles

Dr. Holly Pinheiro, Jr.

Profile

Biography
Dr. Pinheiro is an Assistant Professor of African American History in the Department of

History at Furman University. His research focuses on the intersectionality of race,

gender, and class in the military from 1850 through the 1930s.

Counter to the national narrative which championed the patriotic manhood of soldiering

from the Civil War through the 1930s, his research reveals that African American

veterans and their families’ military experience were much more fraught. Economic and
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social instability introduced by military service resonated for years and even generations

after soldiers left the battlefield. He has published articles in edited volumes and

academic journals, in and outside of the United States.

His manuscript, The Families’ Civil War, is under contract with The University of Georgia

Press in the UnCivil Wars Series. The study highlights how racism, within and outside of

military service, impacted the bodies, economies, family structures, and social spaces of

African Americans long after the war ended.

Dr. Pinheiro’s Furman University profile additionally states that he has traveled the

world, including being raised in Australia, due to his upbringing in a military family and

academic career. After finishing graduate school, Dr. Pinheiro held a postdoctoral fellow

at the University of Alabama. He previously worked at Augusta University where he

taught African American History. He joined Furman University in 2021.

Honors & Awards

● 2021 Furman University Humanities Center, Book Development Grant

● 2020 Augusta University Teaching Excellence Award

● 2018-2019 Postdoctoral Fellowship, University of Alabama

● 2018 United States Embassy & BrANCH International Postgraduate Bursary

● 2016 Charles Strong Dissertation Fellowship, University of Iowa

Education

● Ph.D., University of Iowa
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● M.A., University of Iowa

● B.A., University of Central Florida

● A.A, Valencia College

Associated Webpages

● DrHollyPinheiroJr – Professional website for Dr. Pinheiro, Jr.

● Holly A. Pinheiro, Jr.- Google Scholar

● Holly Pinheiro | AAIHS

Selection of Interviews

● The Families of US Colored Troops: Rogue Historian Interviews Dr. Holly

Pinheiro

● Uncorked History Episode 1: Dr.  Holly Pinheiro Jr.

● Coffee & Hardtack

Article Summaries: A Selection

● Am I a Man: Masculinity and Black Military Service during the American Civil War

“Philadelphian and New Yorker USCT soldiers and their families battled racial

discrimination daily. From the moment of their birth, these and other African

Americans experienced a race war that predated the Civil War. Whether it was

attempting to establish economic stability, challenging idealized gender norms,

protecting each other during race riots, combatting racially discriminatory policies

in public education, or questioning what role African American men would play in

the war reveal that African Americans’ place in society was undefined and
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tenuous. The families of future USCT soldiers fought to have their civil liberties

acknowledged and protected. It is vital to recognize that enlistment into USCT

was not assured. Nor is it wise to ignore who USCT soldiers were before their

enlistment. The Union’s removal of African American men impacted families who

were left to keep their households together with the absence of soldiers.

Evidence shows that it is possible to conduct a historical analysis of the

pre-service lives of Northern USCT soldiers. There is a wealth of scholarship on

the regimental and postwar experiences of USCT soldiers. Given that the war

ended over 153 years ago, it is long overdue for scholars to know the antebellum

experiences of African American men who played a role in winning the Civil War.”

● Black Families' Unending Fight for Equality: Teaching Civil War Pension Records

“Many scholars recognize and argue that pension records are invaluable sources

that extensively detail USCT soldiers’ lives at various points from the antebellum

era to the early-twentieth-century. Military service affected the lives of over

178,000 USCT soldiers and their families during and long after the Civil War.

Black families were critical to USCT soldiering...A new wave of scholars have

re-examined pension records with a critical eye for families’ stories, including

veterans’ relatives and adopted individuals who cared for the men throughout

their lives and not isolated moments. Collectively, these scholars demonstrate

that we need to recognize the impact and prominent role that families played in

the lives of Civil War soldiers. Therefore, when discussing the various aspects of

military service—enlistment, training, combat, disabilities, pay, military
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disobedience, veteranhood, and other issues—their families are critical to

understanding the Civil War and its lasting impact.”

● We've Always Been Here: Rediscovering African American Families in the US

Census by Holly A. Pinheiro, Jr. | The Society of Civil War Historians

“...it is important to recognize that there are significant issues in the historical

record when attempting to study the families of USCT soldiers. One of the most

glaring problems with the source is how historically devalued the

unpaid...women, regardless of their race. In many cases, census enumerators

(sometimes conducting quick surveys) categorized women as either “keeping

house” or holding no occupation at all. Such assessments ignored the important

contributions that women made to their families, including but not limited to

cooking, cleaning, gathering raw materials to create and sell goods in local

markets, washing clothes, watching other people’s children, and bearing and

raising their children. Additionally, some women successfully found seasonal and

temporary wage-earning employment critical in keeping their families

economically stable. It is important to use critical analysis respectfully and

accurately acknowledge how women contributed to their household in differing

ways. Thus, a blank space in the U.S. Census often does not reflect how their

families valued women. It is also critical to recognize that households sometimes

included fictive kin—individuals that families treated as “kin” even if there were no

adoptive, biological, or marital ties—for their household’s survival. Even if the

historical record or families explicitly state it, the continual opening of residences

to non-blood-relative individuals says otherwise.  Collectively, these examples
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highlight that using the U.S. Census requires a careful eye to acknowledge the

complexity of African American households beyond the limited interpretation of a

federal government record.”

Future publications

Holly Pinheiro | AAIHS

The Families’ Civil War: Northern African American Soldiers and The Fight for Racial

Justice, will be released in the summer of 2022. It is under contract with The University

of Georgia Press in the UnCivil Wars Series. The manuscript highlights how racism, in

and outside of military service, impacted the bodies, economies, family structures, and

social spaces of African Americans long after the war ended. He has also started

preliminary work for a new monograph that will examine all Pennsylvania born soldiers

who trained at Camp William Penn.
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