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Associated Websites

● The Chekist Monitor

● Filip Kovacevic | University of San Francisco

● Filip Kovačević - Wikipedia

Profile

Background and Education

Filip Kovačević was born in the Montenegrin town of Kotor… then part of the Socialist

Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. He graduated summa cum laude from the California

State University, Hayward in 1997. He continued his education at the University of

Missouri in Columbia, Missouri receiving a PhD in political science in 2002.

Career in Higher Education

He taught at the Smolny College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, the first liberal arts

college in Russia from 2003 to 2005. In 2005, he returned to Montenegro and was the

first person to teach political psychology and psychoanalytic theory at the University of

Montenegro and hold lectures on geopolitics and its key theoretical schools.Kovačević

has been invited to lecture on contemporary psychoanalytic and critical social theory at

the universities in Russia, Ukraine, Romania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Austria, Serbia and the

United States. He writes geopolitical essays and commentaries for various print and

digital media.
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https://thechekistmonitor.blogspot.com/
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Human Rights Activism

Since his return to Montenegro, Kovačević has been one of the leading intellectual

figures campaigning for democratic reforms, the rule of law, and the protection of human

rights. He has been sharply critical of the ruling oligarchy, its abuse of Montenegrin state

resources and persecution of political opponents as well as its servile foreign policy. The

only Montenegrin independent political weekly Monitor frequently conducts interviews

with Kovačević on the issues of political and social importance.

Kovačević is seen as one of the key advocates of the Montenegrin military neutrality

and against the entrance of Montenegro into the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.

The KGB
According to Britannica:

The KGB was created in 1954 to serve as the “sword and shield of the Communist

Party.” The new security service, which played a major role in the purge of Beria’s

supporters, was designed to be carefully controlled by senior Communist Party officials.

It was divided into approximately 20 directorates, the most important of which were

those responsible for foreign intelligence, domestic counterintelligence, technical

intelligence, protection of the political leadership, and the security of the country’s

frontiers. In the late 1960s an additional directorate was created to conduct surveillance

on suspected dissidents in the churches and among the intelligentsia.
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https://www.britannica.com/topic/KGB


KGB Illegals

Sourced from a Business Insider article “The 'Illegals' of Directorate S: Russia's

Undercover Sleeper Agent Program”:

Russia's "Main Intelligence Directorate," the GRU, more specifically Directorate S, the

department of the KGB that is responsible for the gathering, studying and dissemination

of specifically illegally obtained intelligence,  placed illegal spies in Britain and the US,

where they lived seemingly ordinary lives until called upon by Moscow.

"GRU has long deployed ‘illegals’. These hand-picked, deep-cover intelligence officers

live abroad under assumed ‘legends’: carefully constructed false foreign identities and

life stories (over decades in some cases), allowing ‘illegals’ to blend in."

These intelligence assets are placed across foreign societies and governments,

regardless of the current state of East-West relations. The end of the Cold War made it

easier for Russians to travel to Western countries, and the KGB's successor agencies

will have regarded this as a long-term opportunity.

The role of the 'illegal' intelligence officer is to remain undetected by foreign

counterintelligence and counter-espionage services, while recruiting

assets/agents/sources that either already have access to valuable information or are

assessed to have the potential to do so.
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https://www.businessinsider.com/illegals-of-directorate-s-russia-undercover-covert-sleeper-agents-2017-12
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These assets agents are the ones working inside foreign governments, corporations,

NGOs, media, academia, etc.

The Illegals Program

The article, “Who’s Who in the Russian Spy Ring”, summarized the operation as follows:

“According to the FBI, some of the alleged ‘undeclared agents’ moved to the United

States in the 1990s, while others…did not arrive until 2009. The FBI says nine of the

suspects were provided with fake identities and even fake childhood photos and cover

stories (part of what would be called a ‘legend’) in order to establish themselves in the

United State under ‘deep cover’.”

Two used their own Russian identities, but “...the true nationalities of the other suspects

are unknown … several passages in the criminal complaint indicate that most of them

were originally from Russia. The Russian SVR (external intelligence agency) allegedly

provided the suspects with bank accounts, homes, cars and regular payments in order

to facilitate ‘long-term service’ inside the United States, where, according to the criminal

complaint, the individuals were supposed to ‘search [for] and develop ties in

policy-making circles’ in the United States.”

The ten Russian agents apprehended are listed in detail here.

The role of the 'illegal' intelligence officer is to remain undetected by foreign

counterintelligence and counter-espionage services, while recruiting

assets/agents/sources that either already have access to valuable information or are

assessed to have the potential to do so," he told Business Insider.
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https://www.wired.com/2010/07/whos-who-in-the-russian-spy-ring/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Illegals_Program


"These assets/agents/sources are the ones working inside foreign governments,

corporations, NGOs, media, academia, etc."

KGB Counterintelligence

Kovacevic’s research, from which the following information was extracted, can be found
here.

Original documents from the KGB archive in Lithuania show that there were significant

espionage operations in the West conducted by the PGU’s (First Chief Directorate)

counterintelligence counterpart, the Second Chief Directorate (VGU). One such massive

(but still little known) counterintelligence operation planned and carried out by the

regional branches of the VGU in the republics of the Soviet Union was Operation

HORIZON in 1967 and 1968.

The main purpose of Operation HORIZON as the “specialization and coordination” of

counterintelligence units in their fight against what are described as the “subversive

activities of the imperialist intelligence agencies.”

Operation HORIZON is presented as the expansion of an earlier operation codenamed

Operation 100. While Operation 100 tasked the counterintelligence units of the

Lithuanian KGB to work against the intelligence personnel (officers and agents) of the

United States, the Federal Republic of Germany, Great Britain, and Israel, Operation

HORIZON expanded its field of activities to include diplomats from Canada, sailors from

6

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/operation-horizon-kgb-counterintelligence-operation-against-west


Germany and Sweden, and specialists (expert workers in Soviet industries) from France

and Belgium.

At the same time, it tasked the agents of the Lithuanian KGB to penetrate the “concrete

intelligence, ideological and nationalist centers, anti-Soviet emigrant organizations,

companies and institutions” abroad.

From discovered documents it is evident that in addition to the PGU, the VGU was also

an important player in KGB operations outside of the Soviet Union and that the regional

KGB branches were actively involved in those efforts. They had their own home-grown

agent networks engaged in counterintelligence activities against the Western targets

abroad.

The FSB Literari

The KGB attempted to create narratives that depict them in a “positive, socially

responsible…heroic, light” through the publication of memoirs, be it from former officials

or operatives. They also establish an annual art and literature competition to publicly

recognize and financially reward those who contribute artistic or literary works that cast

the KGB in a positive light in Soviet society. The first of these competitions was

announced in 1978.

Internationally recognized Soviet-spy fiction author Julian Semyonov was the first writer

to accept an award, with his most significant contribution, Seventeen Moments of
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Spring, depicting “...the largely documentary story of one of those heroes, Maxim Isaev,

alias SS Standartenführer Stirlitz, known as Justas to those in charge of Soviet

Intelligence. He has access to top military and political secrets and enjoys the

confidence of Schellenberg, Martin Bormann and Himmler” (Source).

Other winners had close ties to the KGB or were sponsored through the KGB, such as

Teodor Gladkov and Alexander Antokolsky, respectively

The awards were discontinued after a decade; the image and reputation of the KGB

could not be maintained.

A detailed analysis of the  FSB intervention of Russian popular culture can be found

here, in a 2019  article by Kovacevic.

Further Readings

● The day we discovered our parents were Russian spies | Espionage | The Guardian
● The Russian spy who posed as a Canadian for more than 20 years | Espionage | The

Guardian
● Suburban Neighbors, Russian Spies
● KGB - Wikipedia
● Counterintelligence state - Wikipedia
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