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The Boardwalk Podcast
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The Boardwalk on Apple Podcasts

The Boardwalk is a weekly podcast where three former military analysts -Stu, Kyle, and

Zach- discuss the trials and tribulations of the War in Afghanistan and its legacy.

The Hosts of The Boardwalk Podcast

Military Analysts
Through research, briefings, and written assessments resulting from the analysis of

military information, military analysts support the work of U.S. policymakers, military

commanders, the media, private consulting firms, and think tanks.

Military analysts collect military information, analyze that information, and formulate

assessments used in making policy decisions, preparing for war, making decisions

related to national security, or presenting legal cases in international courts. Military

analysts also examine the role of the military in peacekeeping operations, investigating

the many ways in which nations utilize their militaries. Military analysts also evaluate:

● The strategic capabilities and intentions of foreign militaries and non-state actors,

such as terrorist groups

● The technical performance and tactical proficiency of foreign weapons systems

and military forces

● Political-military issues, such as:

2

https://open.spotify.com/show/3eAAxXR2Zk6NbXXRIhwld2
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-boardwalk/id1566678503
https://www.internationalrelationsedu.org/military-analyst/#:~:text=Within%20the%20CIA%2C%20military%20analysts,the%20intentions%20of%20foreign%20militaries.


○ Regional security arrangements

○ Arms control

○ Military diplomacy

○ Peacekeeping operations

The Roles and Responsibilities of Military Analysts and Where They Work

Military analysts examine highly classified materials when researching and gathering

information on a foreign military. These military intelligence specialists use this

information to make policy recommendations, educate the public, provide information to

new agencies, or prepare more general material suitable for public consumption.

Military analysts play a critical role in helping the U.S. Armed Forces prevent attacks on

U.S. interests and defend American interests abroad. Therefore, jobs for military

analysts are most plentiful with the Armed Forces and with governmental organizations

like the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and the National Security Agency (NSA). In

military settings, military analysts prepare intelligence reports for commanders and

assess the reliability of new information as to maintain intelligence systems.

Within the CIA, military analysts are civilian employees specializing in military affairs.

Their work includes the assessment of weapons systems, military capabilities, and the

intentions of foreign militaries.

Military analysts working for private companies are responsible for supporting senior

intelligence community stakeholders as to successfully fulfill their mission objectives.

One of their major responsibilities involves staying abreast of global military and security
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developments that have national security and foreign policy significance. They also

coordinate and execute private activity reports and assist stakeholders by facilitating the

exchange of information through sessions, working groups, and related meetings.

The War In Afghanistan

● Timeline of the U.S. War in Afghanistan

● The Global War on Terror

Current Statistics War on Afghanistan

0 - Number of U.S. troops remaining

NEARLY 111,000 - Number of civilian casualties since 2009

$104.5 BILLION - Amount of U.S. foreign aid dispersed

Recent Developments

In April 2021, President Joe Biden announced that U.S. military forces would leave

Afghanistan by September 2021. The Taliban, which had continued to capture and

contest territory across the country despite ongoing peace talks with the Afghan

government, ramped up attacks on Afghan National Defense and Security Forces

(ANDSF) bases and outposts and began to rapidly seize more territory. In May 2021,

the U.S. military accelerated the pace of its troop withdrawal. By the end of July 2021,
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the United States had completed nearly 95 percent of its withdrawal, leaving just 650

troops to protect the U.S. embassy in Kabul.

In the summer of 2021, the Taliban continued its offensive, threatening

government-controlled urban areas and seizing several border crossings. In early

August, the Taliban began direct assaults on multiple urban areas, including Kandahar

in the south and Herat in the west. On August 6, 2021, the Taliban captured the capital

of southern Nimruz Province, the first provincial capital to fall. After that, provincial

capitals began to fall in rapid succession. Within days, the Taliban captured more than

ten other capitals, including Mazar-i-Sharif in the north and Jalalabad in the east,

leaving Kabul the only major urban area under government control. On August 15,

2021, Taliban fighters entered the capital, leading Afghan President Ashraf Ghani to flee

the country and the Afghan government to collapse. Later that day, the Taliban

announced they had entered the presidential palace, taken control of the city, and were

establishing checkpoints to maintain security.

The speed of the Taliban’s territorial gains and collapse of both the ANDSF and Afghan

government surprised U.S. officials and allies—as well as, reportedly, the Taliban

itself—despite earlier intelligence assessments of the situation on the ground. The

Biden administration authorized the deployment of an additional six thousand troops to

assist with the evacuation of U.S. and allied personnel, as well as thousands of Afghans

who worked with the United States and were attempting to flee. The speed of the
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Afghan government’s collapse threatens a mass exodus of refugees from Afghanistan

and has exacerbated an already dire humanitarian crisis.

Background

After the Taliban government refused to hand over terrorist leader Osama bin Laden in

the wake of al-Qaeda’s September 11, 2001, attacks, the United States invaded

Afghanistan. The Taliban leadership quickly lost control of the country and relocated to

southern Afghanistan and across the border to Pakistan. From there, they waged an

insurgency against the Western-backed government in Kabul, Afghan national security

forces, and international coalition troops.

When the U.S.-led coalition formally ended its combat mission in 2014, the ANDSF was

put in charge of Afghanistan’s security. The ANDSF, however, faced significant

challenges in holding territory and defending population centers, while the Taliban

continued to attack rural districts and carry out suicide attacks in major cities. The war

remained largely a stalemate for nearly six years, despite a small U.S. troop increase in

2017, continuing combat missions, and a shift in U.S. military strategy to target Taliban

revenue sources, which involved air strikes against drug labs and opium production

sites.

The Taliban continued to contest territory, including provincial capitals, across the

country. The group briefly seized the capital of Farah Province in May 2018, and in

August 2018 it captured the capital of Ghazni Province, holding the city for nearly a
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week before U.S. and Afghan troops regained control. The ANDSF suffered heavy

casualties in recent years.

In February 2020, after more than a year of direct negotiations, the U.S. government

and the Taliban signed a peace agreement that set a timeline for the withdrawal of U.S.

troops from Afghanistan. Under the agreement, the United States pledged to draw down

U.S. troops to approximately 8,500 within 135 days and complete a full withdrawal

within fourteen months. In return, the Taliban pledged to prevent territory under its

control from being used by terrorist groups and enter into negotiations with the Afghan

government. However, no official cease-fire was put into place. After a brief reduction in

violence, the Taliban quickly resumed attacks on Afghan security forces and civilians.

Direct talks between the Afghan government and the Taliban began months after the

agreed upon start of March 2020, faced multiple delays, and ultimately made little

progress. Violence across Afghanistan continued in 2020 and 2021 as the United States

increased air strikes and raids targeting the Taliban. Meanwhile, the Taliban attacked

Afghan government and Afghan security forces targets and made territorial gains.

Civilian casualties across Afghanistan have remained high over the past several years.

The United Nations documented a then–record high of 10,993 civilian casualties in

2018. Although 2019 saw a slight decline, civilian casualties exceeded 10,000 for the

sixth year in a row and brought the total UN-documented civilian casualties since 2009

to more than 100,000. Despite another decline in 2020, the first half of 2021 saw a
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record high number of civilian casualties as the Taliban ramped up their military

offensive amid the withdrawal of international troops.

In addition to the Taliban’s offensive, Afghanistan faces a threat from the Islamic State in

Khorasan, which has also expanded its presence in several eastern provinces, attacked

Kabul, and targeted civilians with suicide attacks.

Uncertainty surrounding the future of international assistance has strained the Afghan

economy. Although the United States and its allies pledged in late 2020 to continue

providing support to the Afghan government, they could reduce aid following the Taliban

takeover. Such a move could compound Afghanistan’s deteriorating economic situation.

Concerns

The United States has an interest in attempting to preserve the many political, human

rights, and security gains that have been achieved in Afghanistan since 2001. The

Taliban takeover of the country could once again turn Afghanistan into a terrorist safe

haven, as the group is believed to maintain ties with al-Qaeda. The takeover also

threatens to reverse advances made in securing the rights of women and girls.

Moreover, increasing internal instability, a mass exodus of refugees, and a growing

humanitarian crisis could have regional ramifications as neighboring countries respond.

In addition, Pakistan, India, Iran, and Russia are all likely to compete for influence in

Kabul and with subnational actors.
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Opinion Piece

“Afghan war doomed to failure from the start”

As the United States completed its troops withdrawal from Afghanistan on Aug 31, the

Taliban, which has returned to power there, claimed to "have liberated our country from

a great power".

Why did the US, the world's only superpower, and NATO, the world's strongest military

bloc, withdraw from Afghanistan without succeeding in fulfilling its mission of eliminating

terrorism?

To begin with, the war in Afghanistan was unjust. The US troops entered Afghanistan as

part of the "global war on terror"－which the George W. Bush administration launched to

avenge the Sept 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. After 20 years and the longest war in its

history, the US negotiated and reached an agreement with the Taliban, which ironically

was one of the main targets of its "war on terror", on its withdrawal from Afghanistan.

Afghanistan has a long history of fighting foreign powers. It is known as the "Graveyard

of Empires", because the Afghan people have always resisted invaders to defend their

sovereignty and interests.

The US, like the British Empire and the Soviet Union before it, has paid a heavy price

for entering Afghanistan with the aim of remodeling the country according to its own

values and perhaps exploiting its resources.
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The Taliban and other anti-US forces continued fighting against the US-led forces for

two decades and, during the process, improved their combat capability. Also, anti-US

sentiments spread across the Muslim world after Washington launched the war in

Afghanistan and invaded Iraq on the false claim that the Saddam Hussein regime

possessed weapons of mass destruction and thus posed a threat to the US and other

Western countries.

The war in Afghanistan was also opposed by many US citizens. According to a poll

conducted by the Associated Press on Aug 12-16, "roughly two-thirds (of the

respondents) said they did not think America's longest war was worth fighting".

And according to the Costs of War project of Brown University, the post-9/11 war in

Afghanistan claimed 176,206 lives, of which 46,319 were civilians and more than 2,300

US soldiers, including 13 US military personnel killed in the Kabul airport attack on Aug

26. The Costs of War data also show that more than 38 million people have been

displaced in the war zones in countries such as Afghanistan, Iraq, Pakistan, Yemen,

Somalia, Libya and Syria where the US has been involved.

The US pulled out of Afghanistan days before the 20th anniversary of the 9/11 attacks

leaving the Taliban to deal with a damaged economy, devastated infrastructure and

rising risks of terrorism. No wonder former Afghanistan president Hamid Karzai said in

June: "We will be better off without their military presence."
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Moreover, the estimated US spending on the "war on terror" since 2001 is about $5.8

trillion, and will amount to $8 trillion if the estimated $2.2 trillion to be spent on veterans'

care over the next 30 years is added to it.

So the US would do better to reflect on these facts and the negative effects of the war in

Afghanistan for not only its own benefit but also the benefit of other countries, and vow

to never launch another war or send troops into another country.

American View of the War

Americans believe Biden did the right thing in withdrawing U.S. troops from

Afghanistan. Americans are as likely to view the whole 20-year experience in

that country as a mistake as to say it was not, while recent polling shows the

majority say involvement there was not worth it. But the extremely rapid

movement of the Taliban to wrest back control of the country has left

Americans with the perception that the withdrawal has not been handled well.

Biden is given low marks for his handling of the situation, although -- despite

commentary to the contrary -- it is too early to know what the long-term impact

will be for Biden or for Democratic performance in next year's midterm

elections. It is always possible that the events taking place now could result in

a counterintuitive rally effect of sorts.
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