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Associated Websites

● CHRIS DAW QC - Grosvenor Law

● Chris Daw QC | Holborn Adams

Profile

As featured on the Lincoln House Chambers website:

Chris Daw QC was called to the Bar in 1993 and was appointed Queen’s Counsel in

2013. Before taking silk, Chris built his reputation in the criminal courts, acting in high

profile  trials and appeals, from serious organized crime to commercial fraud. As a QC,

whilst maintaining a substantial criminal and serious fraud practice, Chris acts in a

broader range of matters, including business, regulatory and professional discipline

instructions.

With an entirely private practice, Chris is able to dedicate the time and attention to detail

required to service his principal client base of corporations, high net worth individuals,

public figures and professionals in various fields. He has extensive experience of acting

for the country’s most senior police officers, up to and including the rank of Chief

Constable, in criminal proceedings, inquests and misconduct hearings.

Chris takes on only a small number of clients at any one time. Given the pressures on

his time he tends to act for those clients who retain him at the earliest possible stage of

a case, often in the pre-charge or pre-investigation phase.
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https://www.grosvenorlaw.com/team/chris-daw-qc/
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https://www.lincolnhousechambers.com/members/chris-daw


In addition to major document-heavy criminal and regulatory cases, Chris has a niche

practice advising and representing high net worth individuals in sensitive personal and

criminal matters, where the consequences for a client’s reputation may outweigh the

gravity of the issues involved. He also advises individuals and corporations on the

tactical use of criminal law strategy, such as private prosecution, in both personal and

commercial disputes.

Where appropriate Chris takes an aggressive and proactive approach, before

proceedings even begin, drafting representations against charge, and thereafter,

vigorously pursuing pre-trial applications on disclosure, abuse of process, exclusion of

evidence and to dismiss charges altogether. In addition to appearing in criminal trials,

inquests and disciplinary tribunals Chris advises on appeals where he did not appear at

trial.

Chris approaches every case with the same high standards of preparation and clients

find him direct, honest and passionate about what he does. He works closely with

solicitors at every stage of a case and is always available to provide advice and support

throughout the preparation of the difficult and sensitive cases in which he is involved.

Chris is a passionate advocate of social mobility, speaking at schools, colleges and

other events, encouraging students from state schools to make it into the legal

profession.  He is a member of the Bar Council Barristers for Schools scheme and

recently judged a sixth form advocacy competition at the Supreme Court, organized by

Big Voice London.
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In The News
Top lawyer Chris Daw QC calls for the legalisation of drugs

One of the country’s most senior lawyers has called for the legalization of drugs in the

UK

…

[Daw] said: “Legalization of drugs to me is the most obvious easy win in terms of

reducing harm from drugs, but also crime generally in our society.”

The decision to outlaw drugs in the first instance was a catastrophic error, according to

Daw.

“Before the Misuse of Drugs Act in 1971, we had around 1,000 habitual heroin users in

Britain. They got their heroin from a doctor who prescribed the dosage they took. By the

early 1980s, that’s just a decade later, we had 300,000 heroin users. Addicted heroin

users.”

This has only contributed to a rise in violent crime, Daw said, as heroin users began

“buying their heroin from dealers, all fuelling a massive increase in organized crime, the

likes of which had never been seen in this country”.

…

In America, they introduced similar legislation around the same time and Daw said

“organized crime reached levels the country hadn’t seen since prohibition”.
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https://www.joe.co.uk/crime/top-lawyer-legalisation-of-drugs-268082


Justice on Trial
Radical Solutions for a System at Breaking Point

Justice on Trial: Radical Solutions for a System at Breaking Point: Chris Daw:

Bloomsbury Continuum

Synopsis

Chris Daw QC has been practicing criminal law for over 25 years, navigating Britain's

fractured justice system from within. He has looked into the eyes of murderers, acted for

notorious criminals, and listened to the tangled tales woven by fraudsters, money

launderers and drug barons. Yet his work takes place at the heart of a system at

breaking point – one which is failing perpetrators, victims and society – and now he is

convinced that something must change.

For most of us the criminal law only matters when we are victims of crime or are called

for jury service. But what if everything we have been told about crime and punishment is

wrong? What if the whole criminal justice system is a catastrophic waste of money,

churning out lifelong criminals, dragging children into court from as young as ten, and

fighting a war on drugs that can never be won?

Drawing on case histories and global reporting, and published with a new afterword on

law in the global pandemic, Justice on Trial presents a radical set of solutions for crime

and punishment. By turns shocking, moving and pragmatic, Daw's account offers rare
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inside access to a system in crisis and a roadmap to a future beyond the binary of good

and evil.

On Crime and Punishment

“By analyzing the reality of crime and punishment, in practice and on the

ground, I will show why personal morality – the separation of our fellow citi-

zens into boxes labeled good and evil – is the worst possible foundation for

criminal justice policy. The mantra of ‘getting tough on crime’, whether

through the prison system, in drug enforcement, youth justice or online, leads

directly and inexorably to more criminals, more crime and, ironically, more

victims. We need to rip up the criminal justice playbook, followed in the UK,

the US and around the world, and implement radical reform, starting with the default

punishment for most forms of crime – prison.

On Prisons
Stats pertain to Britain
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“… the stark truth remains that prisons in the 2020s are grossly overcrowded, rife with

violence and murder and overrun with drugs of every kind. Inmates are prone to

self-harm and suicide at a rate many times higher than for those of us on the outside.

Perhaps the bleakest fact of all is that the majority of those leaving custody will be back

again,many of them…within a few weeks or months of release.”

“The United States does not in fact have a single prison system. It has a nationwide

network of local, state and federal facilities, from tiny ‘sheriff’s’ jails’

in small towns, housing a handful of short-term inmates, to the 18,000 acres

of Louisiana State Penitentiary. Known as Angola, after the former slave plan-

tation that occupied the site, and given some apt nicknames – ‘The Farm’/

‘Alcatraz of the South’ – Louisiana’s is the largest maximum-security prison in

the United States.”

“Why would any rational system, particularly in a country that brands itself –

with entirely unconscious irony – as ‘the land of the free’, incarcerate so many

people for non-violent crimes for so long?

The answers are simple in many ways. The US prison system is a huge
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source of revenue for corporate America. Whether directly profiting from run-

ning jails, construction contracts, maintenance and prison supplies – including the

near-inedible food – or a host of other revenue streams, corporations

make huge profits from the estimated $182 billion spent by the US taxpayer on

mass incarceration.”

In response to the question on what should be done about the current state of prisons in

Britain:

“I believe that the answer is simple. We should close down all prisons and

start again. For the vast majority of inmates, locked up for non-violent crimes,

incarceration in a prison not only lacks any positive purpose but – without question–

increases rates of recidivism and a whole host of other harms: loss of em-

ployment, financial ruin, relationship breakdown, poor health, homelessness

and addiction. Non-violent criminals should never be sent to a prison of the

kind that we have now. All of the Victorian and other traditional institutions,

designed in a bygone age, should be closed down and turned into enter-

tainment complexes or apartment buildings. Or razed to the ground once and

for all.”

“…leave those convicted of most crimes in their own homes. Let them go to work, to

college or to engage in some other productive activity, be it taking their children to

school, caring for their elderly parents or the host of other responsibilities that

the rest of us have to cope with. Some will need significant support, to cope

with addictions, mental and physical health problems, the lifelong scars of
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trauma that most of those in prison bear, but they will at least have a chance

of leaving the custodial merry-go-round once and for all; of having a life with-

out the self-perpetuating psychological destruction that prison represents.”

Concerning violent offenders:

“The question is what kind of temporary secure environment will best ensure

that the risk they represent now will be minimized or eliminated by the time

they next walk the streets, whenever that may be. For me, the answer is clear:

we need to make secure environments as close to the real world as possible,

taking the Norwegian model one step further and creating secure commu-

nities, sharing almost nothing in common with the soulless prison insti-

tutions of today.”

On Drug Legalization
“The British experience is no different to that of the United States, and every-

where else on the planet; the more resources dedicated to the criminalisation

of drugs, including through law enforcement and draconian prison sentences,

the higher the profits to be made. We need a complete reversal of current pol-

icy, rolling back half a century of failed prohibition and moving to a legal, licensed and

regulated drug market. Only such a radical change of approach

will finally see a reduction in drug-related crime and death, which will other-

wise continue to rise, year on year, as they have for decades.”

“…why can any of us not choose to smoke some weed, snort some coke or take a pill

without the need to turn to some of the most dangerous and exploitative organizations on
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the planet to obtain supplies? The straightforward answer, even in the more progressive

countries on Earth, is politics. Our politicians do not believe that they will win power on a

platform of radical drug reform. And certainly not by advocating, as I do, the

wholesale legalization and regulation of the production and supply of drugs,

to bring cannabis, cocaine, heroin, MDMA – and all the rest – into line with

their chemical cousins: alcohol and nicotine.”

On the Criminalization of Children
“In the US, mandatory custodial sentences have long been a feature of the

sentencing of children… even in some cases leading to

the imprisonment of those under eighteen for the rest of their natural lives. In

England, we have been steadily moving in the same direction, as politicians re-

spond – slavishly and without reason – to each round of media coverage of a

youth ‘crime wave’. Escalating incidents of knife violence in recent years,

specifically those involving young people, have led to the introduction of a mandatory

custodial sentence for a first offense of threatening someone with

a knife or a second offense of possessing one. The use of evidence, or of any

form of analysis of what actually works to reduce youth crime, always gives

way – in the end – to populism.”

“Throughout all of these waves of media and political tub-thumping about

youth crime, and subsequent policies on child sentencing, one thing above all

shines through. Recidivism. Yes, just as with the imprisonment of adults, the

criminalisation – and incarceration – of young people simply does not work.”
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“Official figures show the shocking and shameful truth about the criminal-

isation of our children. Over 40 percent of those young people subjected to

the criminal justice process reoffends within twelve months.”

“The plain truth is that the ‘tougher’ we get on young people, the more

crimes they commit and, beyond contradiction, the more victims we create

and the greater the quantum of human misery for our society.”

On Good and Evil

“Through the lens of all my own experiences – and of those from whom I

have heard – I see these men and women, some gray and ashen from decades

‘behind the door’, others fuelled with anger, drugs and resentment, and I just

cannot bring myself to judge them evil. I cannot place them in a cage marked

‘outsider’ and draw comfort from my own superiority, just because I am not

one of those designated by society as ‘criminal’.”

“It is difficult indeed, but if we are ever to break free of the cycle of crime and

violence, perpetuated as much by our criminal justice system as by those behind its

bars, we need to travel beyond the binary of good and evil. We need to

see criminal behavior as a series of acts that cause our society and its citi-

zens harm and for which we are all – to some degree – responsible. It achieves

nothing to place the perpetrators of those acts into some category of humanity

that marks them out as different from the rest of us.”
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