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Social Media Handles

Niko Vorobyov

Nikolai Vorobyov (@nikolaivorobyov) • Instagram photos and videos

Associated Websites

● Niko Vorobyov - VICE

● Amazon.com: Niko Vorobyov: Books, Biography, Blog, Audiobooks, Kindle

● Niko Vorobyov, Author at Filter

● Poppi Amsterdam

https://twitter.com/lemmiwinks_iii
https://www.instagram.com/nikolaivorobyov/
https://www.vice.com/en/contributor/niko-vorobyov
https://www.amazon.com/Niko-Vorobyov/e/B07XL45XJW%3Fref=dbs_a_mng_rwt_scns_share
https://filtermag.org/author/niko-vorobjov/#:~:text=Niko%20is%20a%20writer%20who,Salon%2C%20Alternet%20and%20The%20Influence.
https://poppi.amsterdam/trouble-in-paradise/?fbclid=IwAR0aBz46e8PGox-oSXrvXBk6-o7mZLzY4Rj3Xp3dy3o-kMOudi40YxqKHT0


Profile
Niko Vorobyov - Author

Niko Vorobyov was born in Leningrad, Russia, before moving to Great Britain. From

2013-2014 he served a two-and-a-half year sentence for Possession with Intent to

Supply. Upon his release, he graduated from University College London and began

working at a Russian news outlet, Russia Today, before putting together his media,

academic, and under-the-counter expertise to write a book.

Dopeworld: Adventures in the Global Drug Trade by
Niko Vorobyov

In this irreverent ode to gonzo journalism, one writer travels the globe to explore

the use of recreational drugs in cultures around the world.

After I got out of jail, I was determined to find out more about how the issue of drugs not

only landed me there, but has shaped the entire world: wars, scandals, coups,

revolutions. I read every book, watched every documentary. I saved up to buy plane

tickets. I went to Colombia, Mexico, Russia, Italy, Japan and the Afghan border—all in

all, fifteen countries across five continents.

Call me Narco Polo.

https://www.pewliterary.com/author/niko-vorobyov
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/51168908-dopeworld
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/51168908-dopeworld


Just as Anthony Bourdain's No Reservations did for the world of food, Dopeworld is an

intoxicating journey into the world of drugs. From the cocaine farms in South America to

the streets of Manila, Dopeworld traces the emergence of psychoactive substances and

our intimate relationship with them. As a former drug dealer turned subversive scholar,

with unparalleled access to drug lords, cartel leaders, street dealers and government

officials, journalist Niko Vorobyov attempts to shine a light on the dark underbelly of the

drug world.

At once a bold piece of journalism and a hugely entertaining travelogue, Dopeworld is a

brilliant and enlightening journey across the world, revealing how drug use is at the

heart of our history, our lives, and our future.

Global Drug Trade: An Overview
UNODC World Drug Report 2021: pandemic effects ramp up drug risks, as youth
underestimate cannabis dangers

Around 275 million people used drugs worldwide in the last year, while over 36 million

people suffered from drug use disorders, according to the 2021 World Drug Report,

released today by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC).

The Report further noted that in the last 24 years cannabis potency had increased by as

much as four times in parts of the world, even as the percentage of adolescents who

perceived the drug as harmful fell by as much as 40 per cent, despite evidence that

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/press/releases/2021/June/unodc-world-drug-report-2021_-pandemic-effects-ramp-up-drug-risks--as-youth-underestimate-cannabis-dangers.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/press/releases/2021/June/unodc-world-drug-report-2021_-pandemic-effects-ramp-up-drug-risks--as-youth-underestimate-cannabis-dangers.html


cannabis use is associated with a variety of health and other harms, especially among

regular long-term users.

"Lower perception of drug use risks has been linked to higher rates of drug use, and the

findings of UNODC’s 2021 World Drug Report highlight the need to close the gap

between perception and reality to educate young people and safeguard public health,”

said UNODC Executive Director Ghada Waly.

According to the Report, the percentage of Δ9-THC – the main psychoactive component

in cannabis - has risen from around six per cent to more than 11 per cent in Europe

between 2002-2019, and around four per cent to 16 per cent in the United States

between 1995-2019, while the percentage of adolescents that perceived cannabis as

harmful declined by 40 per cent in the United States and by 25 per cent in Europe.

Moreover, most countries have reported a rise in the use of cannabis during the

pandemic. In surveys of health professionals across 77 countries, 42 per cent asserted

that cannabis use had increased. A rise in the non-medical use of pharmaceutical drugs

has also been observed in the same period.

Drug Use Rising, but Science-Based Treatment More Available

Between 2010-2019 the number of people using drugs increased by 22 per cent, owing

in part to global population growth. Based on demographic changes alone, current

projections suggest an 11 per cent rise in the number of people who use drugs globally



by 2030 -- and a marked increase of 40 per cent in Africa, due to its rapidly growing and

young population.

According to the latest global estimates, about 5.5 per cent of the population aged

between 15 and 64 years have used drugs at least once in the past year, while 36.3

million people, or 13 per cent of the total number of persons who use drugs, suffer from

drug use disorders.

Globally, over 11 million people are estimated to inject drugs, half of whom are living

with Hepatitis C. Opioids continue to account for the largest burden of disease attributed

to drug use.

The two pharmaceutical opioids most commonly used to treat people with opioid use

disorders, methadone and buprenorphine, have become increasingly accessible over

the past two decades. The amount available for medical use has increased six-fold

since 1999, from 557 million daily doses to 3,317 million by 2019, indicating that

science-based pharmacological treatment is more available now than in the past.

The Dark Web

Drug markets on the dark web only emerged a decade ago but major ones are now

worth at least US$ 315 million in annual sales. Although this is just a fraction of overall

drug sales, the trend is upwards with a fourfold increase between 2011 to mid-2017 and

mid-2017 to 2020.



Rapid technological innovation, combined with the agility and adaptability of those using

new platforms to sell drugs and other substances, is likely to usher in a globalized

market where all drugs are more available and accessible everywhere. This, in turn,

could trigger accelerated changes in patterns of drug use and entail public health

implications, according to the Report.

The Drug Market Rebounds and Shifts

The new report shows that drug markets have swiftly resumed operations after the initial

disruption at the onset of the pandemic; a burst that has triggered or accelerated certain

pre-existing trafficking dynamics across the global drug market. Among these are:

increasingly larger shipments of illicit drugs, a rise in the frequency of overland and

water-way routes used for trafficking, greater use of private planes for the purpose of

drug trafficking, and an upsurge in the use of contactless methods to deliver drugs to

end-consumers.

The resilience of drug markets during the pandemic has demonstrated once again

traffickers’ ability to adapt quickly to changed environments and circumstances.

The Report also noted that cocaine supply chains to Europe are diversifying, pushing

prices down and quality up and thereby threatening Europe with a further expansion of

the cocaine market. This is likely to widen the potential harm caused by the drug in the

region.



The number of new psychoactive substances (NPS) emerging on the global market fell

from 163 in 2013 to 71 in 2019. This reflects trends in North America, Europe and Asia.

The findings suggest national and international control systems have succeeded in

limiting the spread of NPS in high income countries,where NPS first emerged a decade

ago.

Drug Risks, New Developments Spurred by Pandemic

COVID-19 has triggered innovation and adaptation in drug prevention and treatment

services through more flexible models of service delivery. Many countries have

introduced or expanded telemedicine services due to the pandemic, which for drug

users means that healthcare workers can now offer counselling or initial assessments

over the telephone and use electronic systems to prescribe controlled substances.

While the impact of COVID-19 on drug challenges is not yet fully known, the analysis

suggests that the pandemic has brought increasing economic hardship that is likely to

make illicit drug cultivation more appealing to fragile rural communities. The social

impact of the pandemic – driving a rise in inequality, poverty, and mental health

conditions particularly among already vulnerable populations – represent factors that

could push more people into drug use.

2021 World Drug Report Special Points of Interest

Selection of findings:

https://www.unodc.org/res/wdr2021/field/WDR21_Booklet_1_takeaways.pdf


● Cannabis is more potent but fewer young people see it as harmful

● Rising web-based sales could transform global drug use patterns

● Number of drug users in Africa is projected to rise by 40 per cent by 2030

● Drug markets quickly recovered after the onset of the pandemic,

but some trafficking dynamics have been accelerated during Covid-19

● Non-medical use of cannabis and sedatives has increased globally during the

pandemic

Global Overview of Drug Demand and Drug Supply

Selection of findings:

● More than a quarter of a billion people use drugs

● Some 36 million people suffer from drug use disorders

● Cannabis remains by far the most commonly used drug

● Opioids present the greatest harm to the health of users

● Use of amphetamines, in particular of methamphetamine, is increasing in North

America and in parts of Asia

● Indications of increasing cocaine use in the Americas and Western and Central

Europe

● More than 11 million people worldwide inject drugs

● Dramatic rise in acute hepatitis C infections in the United States linked to the

opioid crisis and associated injecting drug use

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/wdr-2021_booklet-2.html


Drug Market Trends: Cannabis and Opioids

● Outdoor cultivation of cannabis continues to be more widespread than indoor

cultivation, but the increase in indoor cultivation is larger

● Quantities of cannabis seized continue to decline, although probably not due to

reduced supply

● Most cannabis herb continues to be seized in the Americas

● Trafficking in cannabis herb continues to be mostly intraregional

● Cannabis has become more potent in the United States and Europe, but

adolescents perceive cannabis as less harmful than before

● Opioid use in Asia increased in South-West and South Asia but declined in East

and South-East Asia

● Opioid use declining in Australia

● Access to and availability of pharmaceutical opioids are highly unequal across

regions and subregions

● Availability of methadone and buprenorphine for medical consumption on the

increase at the global level in the last decade, despite diverging trends in recent

years

● Global quantities of opiates seized have increased steadily over the past two

decades despite marked annual fluctuations in opium production

● Quantities of opiates intercepted in Africa are not large but have increased in

recent years

● Opiate trafficking continues to be dominated by opiates originating in Afghanistan

● Huge increase seen in trafficking in fentanyls

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/wdr-2021_booklet-3.html


Drug Market Trends: Cocaine, Amphetamine-type stimulants

● Cocaine manufacture reached record levels in 2019 despite growth losing

momentum

● Despite a decrease in coca bush cultivation, greater productivity has seen

cocaine manufacture in Colombia increase slightly

● Quantities of cocaine seized reached record levels in 2019

● Transformation of cocaine base to cocaine end product (cocaine hydrochloride)

increasingly taking place outside the main countries of coca bush cultivation

● Sharp increase in the quantity of cocaine seized in Europe, with Western and

Central Europe remaining the second largest destination market for cocaine

worldwide

● Quantity of cocaine seized in Asia suggests that the relatively small cocaine

market in the region continues to expand

● Cocaine seizures in Africa show that the transit of the drug through the region

may have increased

● Increase in cocaine trafficking to Europe

● Asia emerging as a cocaine transit region

● Supply of amphetamine-type stimulants (ATS) continues to be dominated by

methamphetamine

● Number of dismantled methamphetamine laboratories is decreasing while

methamphetamine manufacture is spreading

● Global methamphetamine manufacture appears to be declining in “traditional”

countries of manufacture while increasing in neighboring countries

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/wdr-2021_booklet-4.html


● Global methamphetamine markets continue expanding but those in North

America and East and South-East Asia continue to dominate

● Record amounts of methamphetamine trafficked in the Near and Middle East and

South-West Asia

● High level of methamphetamine trafficking into and across Oceania

● Amphetamine trafficking is on the increase

● Amphetamine trafficking remains concentrated in the Near and Middle East and

Europe

● “Ecstasy” manufacture takes place in all regions but remains concentrated in

Europe

● Pharmaceutical stimulants are the main amphetamines misused in South and

Central America

● Use of amphetamines in North America remains high, and methamphetamine

use has increased in the United States

● Low levels of “ecstasy” use in Asia and Africa Increasing use of "ecstasy"in

Australia and New Zealand


