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Profile
Welcome to the Drug War Zone - by Noah Hurowitz
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“I am a freelance reporter based in New York City. I originally started covering domestic

drug policy in the U.S., and began covering the drug trade and war on drugs in Mexico

when I covered the trial of El Chapo for Rolling Stone. My goal in the work I do is to find

innovative and engaging ways to illuminate the stories of people impacted by larger

structures and policies while showing how those structures and policies function, who

profits from them, and how a better world might emerge from the wreckage of this one.”

El Chapo

El Chapo | Book by Noah Hurowitz | Official Publisher Page | Simon & Schuster

A stunning investigation of the life and legend of Mexican kingpin Joaquín

Archivaldo “El Chapo” Guzmán Loera, building on Noah Hurowitz’s revelatory

coverage for Rolling Stone of El Chapo’s federal drug-trafficking trial.

This is the true story of how El Chapo built the world’s wealthiest and most powerful

drug-trafficking operation, based on months’ worth of trial testimony and dozens of

interviews with cartel gunmen, Mexican journalists and political figures, Chapo’s family

members, and the DEA agents who brought him down.

Over the course of three decades, El Chapo was responsible for smuggling hundreds of

tons of cocaine, marijuana, heroin, meth, and fentanyl around the world, becoming in

the process the most celebrated and reviled drug lord since Pablo Escobar. El Chapo

waged ruthless wars against his rivals and former allies, plunging vast areas of Mexico
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into unprecedented levels of violence, even as many in his home state of Sinaloa

continued to view him as a hero.

This unputdownable book, written by a great new talent, brings El Chapo’s exploits into

a focus that previous profiles have failed to capture. Hurowitz digs in deep beyond the

legends and delves into El Chapo’s life and legacy—not just the hunt for him, revealing

some of the most dramatic and often horrifying moments of his notorious career,

including the infamous prison escapes, brutal murders, multi-million-dollar government

payoffs, and the paranoia and narcissism that led to his downfall. From the evolution of

organized crime in Mexico to the militarization of the drug war to the devastation

wrought on both sides of the border by the introduction of synthetic opioids like fentanyl,

this book is a gripping and comprehensive work of investigative, on-the-ground

reporting.

Selection of Book Reviews

Book Review: El Chapo - The untold story of the world's most infamous drug lord - The

Free Press

SWJ El Centro Book Review – El Chapo: The Untold Story of the World's Most

Infamous Drug Lord | Small Wars Journal

U.S. Department of State Archive

Joaquin Guzman-Loera
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Bureau of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs

Narcotics Rewards Program

WANTED

Joaquin Guzman-Loera(Aliases: El Chapo, Chapo Guzman, El Rapido)

DOB: December 25, 1954

POB: Mexico

Nationality: Mexican

Citizenship: Mexico

Height: 5 feet 8 inches

Weight: 165 pounds

Hair Color: Black

Eye Color: Brown

Joaquin Guzman-Loera, aka El Chapo, became involved in drug trafficking in the late

1980s as a trafficker and air logistics expert for the once powerful Miguel Angel

Felix-Gallardo. Guzman-Loera eventually became the leader of the Sinaloa Cartel.

Subsequent to the dissolution of Guzman-Loera’s relationship with Felix-Gallardo, a

rivalry developed between the Guzman-Loera and Palma-Salazar Organizations and

the Arellano-Felix Organization over control of the lucrative Tijuana corridor and border

region.
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Guzman-Loera was arrested on June 9, 1993, in the Mexican State of Chiapas, on

charges related to murder and drug trafficking and was sentenced to a 20 year prison

term. However, on January 19, 2001, Guzman-Loera escaped from the federal

maximum security prison in Guadalajara, Jalisco, allegedly with the assistance of prison

officials. While on the run from Mexican authorities, Guzman-Loera has reestablished

himself as a high ranking member of the Mexican drug trade.

The Guzman-Loera Organization smuggles multi-ton cocaine shipments from Colombia

through Mexico to the United States. The organization uses both air and maritime

means to transport these shipments. The Guzman-Loera organization has contacts with

Colombian sources of supply in Colombia, as well as major Colombian traffickers based

in Mexico. Guzman-Loera has bases of operation in Sinaloa, Sonora, and Chihuahua,

Mexico. The organization has distribution cells throughout the United States, including

cells in Arizona, California, Texas, Chicago, and New York. The organization has also

been involved in the transshipment, storage, and distribution of marijuana and heroin.

The Guzman-Loera organization relies on bulk currency shipments to move drug

proceeds across the United States-Mexico border.

Judicial Status: On March 24, 1993, Guzman-Loera was charged with drug violations,

money laundering and racketeering in the District of Arizona. In addition a Federal

indictment was unsealed in San Diego on September 28, 1995, charging

Guzman-Loera and 22 members of his organization with conspiracy to import over eight
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tons of cocaine and money laundering. A provisional arrest warrant was issued as a

result of this indictment. Guzman-Loera remains a fugitive from justice in both the

United States and the Republic of Mexico and there is currently a U.S. State

Department REWARD OF UP TO $5 MILLION for information leading to his arrest.
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